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SJTU International Student Entrance Test - English

Part1 Listening (40%) (25 minutes)

Section One Conversation/Interview and News Report (20%)

Directions: In this section, you will hear a conversation/interview and a news report.
At the end of the conversation/interview or news report, you will hear some questions.
The conversation/interview, the news report and the questions will be spoken ONLY
ONCE. After you hear a question, you must choose the best answer from the four
choices.

Conversation/interview
1. A) Self-studying.
B) Writing essays.
C) Winning scholarship.
D) Researching in the library.

2. A) British people are not that friendly.
B) British people are busy with their work.
C) The man spends most his time at work.
D) The man himself is quite reserved.

3. A) Russia is vast and cold.
B) Russia is covered by forests.
C) All Russians are tall and strong.
D) All Russians drink vodka.

4. A) Itis always rainy.
B) It is quite cold.
C) Itis humid all year round.
D) It is often smoggy.

5. A) The sporting events, like marathons.
B) The local people’s sense of charity.
C) The national culture of getting together.
D) The famous Hyde Park.

6. A) The tube is too old to function well.
B) The tube is too crowded with commuters.
C) There are people drinking in the tube.
D) There is too much construction work.
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News report
7. A) A civil war.
B) A street fighting.
C) A natural disaster.
D) An animal immigration.

8. A) The north of Island.
B) The north of Iceland.
C) The northwest of Island.
D) The southwest of Iceland.

9. A) They rushed to open street.
B) They moved to a safer place.
C) They stocked food and water.
D) They locked themselves at home.

10. A) It declared an emergency.
B) It took away local residents.
C) It asked for international aid.
D) It captured trouble-makers.

Section Two  Compound Dictation (10%)

Directions: In this section, you will hear a passage TWICE. You have its script in the
following, but with ten blanks in it. For the first eight blanks you are required to write
down the exact word or words you have just heard. For the last two blanks, you are
required to fill in the missing information either using the exact words you have just
heard or writing down the main points in your own words. Remember, there will be a
pause for each blank except for the single-word blanks.

During recessions, consumer behavior tends to change in fairly predictable ways.
The hardest-hit businesses are, of course, the most unnecessary: travel and tourism, (11)
and hospitality and manufacturing. Other companies actually stand to

benefit, like fast food. Stomachs don’t respond to economic downturns, but smaller
bank accounts do (12) for cheaper alternatives, which is why chains like
Burger King and Wendy’s, often performed better than average during recessions. From
2008 to 2010, for example, when other businesses closed or (13) , Subway
added nearly 6,000 new locations. KFC added around 300 in roughly the same period.
One company, however, stands out as the clear fast-food winner of 2008:
McDonald’s. That year, it continued its 55-month long (14) of same-store
sales increases with even better performance than before the recession, while opening
six hundred new locations and with an impressive 29% (15)
Some of this is for obvious reasons. During that time, consumers were S|mply
eatlng cheaper food. But there’s another reason, McDonald’s is what some analysts call
“recession-proof”. McDonald’s is, first and foremost, a real estate company. Glancmg
at 2019 balance sheet, one number, in particular, should (16)
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$ 39 billion. That’s the current value of all its property and equipment before reports
depreciation. That would technically make it the fifth largest real state holder in the
world measured by (17) :

Cover the name of McDonald’s, this might look like the financial statement of any
other boring, big-name real estate developer. Like Burger King and Subway, the
company was able to grow so fast and reached so many countries around the world
through franchising. 85% of restaurants are owned by someone who (18)
the McDonald’s name and brand in exchange for considerable
fee. What makes the company so unique is that unlike other similar fast-food giants,
McDonald’s makes (19) . To be
more precise, in 2019, 64% of its 11.6 billion dollars in franchise fees came in the form
of rent.

Here’s how it works: because McDonald’s has decades of experience buying and
selling properties, it knows the precise ingredients of a successful location. It shops
around usually for intersections between two high traffic roads and buys space, in
whichever corner has the most parking. The ideal space is around 50,000 square feet,
4,500 for building space. The intersection should also have traffic lights. It then (20)
. Its huge existing property holdings

provided it with the most favorable deals.

Section Three  Short-answer Questions (10%)

Directions: In this section, you will hear a talk ONLY ONCE. In the following you
have five questions. You are required to answer these questions with as few words as
possible, in any case, no more than 15 words.

Questions

21. When did the speaker realize urban agriculture is her love?

22. What was the woman’s first job in New York City?

23. Now how big is her farm and how many vegetables are grown in it?

24. How does the speaker control pests?

25. What about urban agriculture does the speaker think is pretty awesome?

PartII Reading Comprehension(40%) (35 Minutes)

Section One Banked Cloze (20%)

Directions: In this section, you will read a passage with ten blanks. You are required
to select one word for each blank from a list of choices given in a word bank. Read the
passage through carefully before making your choices. You may not use any of the
words in the bank more than once.

A cognition B disguised C equivalent D federal E gloomy
F huddled G intimate H linear I mutual J negligence
K optimal L participants M struck N sums O transition
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The hedgehog (HH)’s dilemma, sometimes also called the porcupine (Z£¥)’s
dilemma, is one of those satistying metaphors that perfectly (26) up its subject.
It has its roots in the thinking of German philosopher Arthur Schopenhauer, who
proposed that, even with the best of intentions, humans harm each other when they
attempt to have (27) relationships. Published in the book Parerga and
Paralipomena in 1851, Schopenhauer’s parable of the porcupines is the basis of the
hedgehog’s dilemma. And it goes something like this...

On a winter’s day, a group of porcupines were (28) up closely together
to protect themselves from the freezing cold. However, it wasn’t long before they felt
the prickles (%) of each other’s quills (NI=), which made them move apart again.
But once they were apart, the cold began to seep back in. The porcupines found
themselves caught between being cold or being spiked by each other’s quills—that was,
until they found the (29) distance from each other that they could be a bit
warmer but still not spike each other. In this zone, they could offer each other (30)

warmth and comfort without intruding on each other in a painful way —
however, they weren’t fully satisfied on either front.

If the story sounds pretty pessimistic, that’s because it is—a (31)
worldview was something Schopenhauer is known for, with some even labelling him
as a 19th-century nihilist (& & X #). He concludes that it’s not possible to have it all,
and the parable ends with the advice: keep your distance.

Despite this pessimism—or, perhaps due to it-something about this parable (32)

a chord, as it has been returned to throughout the centuries. The tale was
quoted by Sigmund Freud in his 1921 book Group Psychology and the Analysis of the
Ego— he even had a model porcupine on his desk, though he’s also the reason for the
metaphor’s (33) from porcupines to hedgehogs. Over the years, social
scientists have also studied the dilemma and used it as part of the analysis of the
experiment results.

In a study published in the journal PLOS Medicine, a meta-analytic review of 148
studies that looked at individual’s mortality, with a total of 308,849 (34) , found
that those with stronger social relationships had a 50% increased likelihood of survival.
Additionally, according to the National Institute on Aging, the health risks of prolonged
isolation are (35) to smoking 15 cigarettes a day—making Schopenhauer’s
advice to “keep your distance” concerning, to say the least.

Section Two  Multiple Choice Questions (8%)
Directions: /n this section, you will read one short passage. The passage is followed by

some questions or unfinished statements. For each of them there are four choices
marked A), B), C) and D). You should decide on the best choice.

Oral history, the collection of the reminiscences ([F|{Z) of ordinary people as a
valued part of the story of a time or an event told from the perspective of those who
were caught up in it rather than from the view of the elite that orchestrated it, is young.
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It has developed only since the 1950s, dependent on portable recording equipment and
an appetite for a new, democratic history pioneered by Charles Parker’s radio ballads.
He, with the folk musicians and activists Ewan MacColl and Peggy Seeger, recorded
the working lives of fishermen and steelworkers, railmen and miners, and the women
who worked alongside them. They produced a series of radio documentaries quite
unlike anything the BBC had ever produced before: a mix of voice and song with
nothing else to break the spell of time and place.

A parallel development was being pioneered by the historian and socialist Paul
Thompson, who sought out the lives of ordinary people to tell the story of history from
below, a way of uncovering a radical message about power and agency. That in turn
generated a debate about the relative roles of the subject and the interviewer, the nature
of the narratives that people construct for themselves, and the authority of those who
hear them to interpret them differently. Oral history crosses the boundaries of both
archive and voice to become something new again: a cultural instrument.

That is most true in the work of the Nobel laureate Svetlana Alexievich, whose first
book, about the women who fought in the Soviet army in the second world war, has just
been republished in a new English translation. The Unwomanly Face of War, first
published in Russian in 1985, is composed of interviews conducted in the 1970s, when
the legend of the Great Patriotic War was still a central element of national identity.

The veterans that Ms. Alexievich interviewed had never thought of themselves as
individuals, young women whose lives had been brutally transformed by life on the
frontline. Instead their experience of the war was either obliterated (JH °X) entirely, or
inserted into someone else’s narrative. In the process of restoring to them their own
memories — the injunction to look pretty, or the sound of tanks driving over bodies —
Ms. Alexievich orchestrates an account of what it means to be human.

36. Oral history is the collection and study of historical information
A) using audiotapes, videotapes or interviews of participants

B) using written documentaries of experts

C) using images to break the spell of time and place

D) using influential people’s comments

37. The meaning of “orchestrate” in Para. 1 is
A) highly praised

B) closely observed

C) carefully planned

D) seriously researched

38. According to the author, what is the nature of oral history?

A) Oral history is within the boundaries of traditional archive.

B) Oral history is a media through which cultures are spread.

C) Oral history doesn’t necessarily record the lives of ordinary people.
D) Oral history failed to attract attention from the power.

5/10



39. The author cite the example of the book, The Unwomanly Face of War, to support
that .

A) oral history is made up of interviews

B) oral history is something other than both archive and voice

C) World War Two is especially brutal for women

D) Alexievich is in nature a writer instead of a historian

Section Three Sequencing (12%)

Directions: In this section, you will read a long passage with six paragraphs removed.
Please reorganize the six paragraphs in the order from 40 to 45 so as to make a coherent
passage. Please write down the letters (A~F) before the paragraphs on your ANSWER
SHEET.

Why you should never take health advice from a 100-year-old

Centenarians — people who live to be 100 years old and over — were once a rare
breed. But they’ve became increasingly common since the mid to late 20th century,
thanks to improvements in diet, healthcare and lifestyle.

However, a recent analysis by the Office for National Statistics suggests that the
number of centenarians in England and Wales may have peaked. In 2023, there was a
0.5 percent decrease in centenarians compared to 2022, with the total falling from
14,920 to 14,850. This drop is thought to be tied to the decline of the post-WWTI ‘baby
boom’ generation.

How did so many people make it to this ripe old age? And can we learn from them
to improve our chances of doing the same? It might seem logical to ask the oldest living
people for their secret to longevity, but Dr Bradley Elliott, Senior Lecturer in
Physiology at the University of Westminster, explains that this approach alone is
unreliable due to a phenomenon known as survivorship bias (drawing conclusions from
a group that has survived, while ignoring those who didn’t).

(40)

So, should we follow her example? “Some people just get phenomenally lucky,”
says Elliot. “Studying the oldest individuals can provide insights, but a more reliable
approach would be to study people in their 60s over the following decades to identify
factors that contribute to longevity.”

“ Health recommendations, such as the NHS guideline for 150 minutes of
exercise a week, are based on decades of research. It’s a process of gathering the best
possible information from multiple angles to make informed health decisions.”

DO ‘BLUE ZONES’ HOLD THE ANSWER?

This survivorship bias is an important consideration in the context of ‘Blue Zones’
— regions where an unusually high number of people reportedly live past 100. First
identified by Dan Buettner in the early 2000s, these areas include Okinawa (Japan),
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Sardinia (Italy), Nicoya (Costa Rica), Ikaria (Greece) and Loma Linda (California, US).

(41)

“While Blue Zone findings provide useful lifestyle advice, the recommendation
of daily drinking is a perfect example of survivorship bias and how it can result in
misleading advice,” says Elliot. “In 2023, the World Health Organization published a
statement saying there’s no safe level of alcohol consumption.”

(42)

According to Newman, many of the claims about exceptional longevity in these
regions are based on flawed data, administrative errors and, in some cases, lies in order
to commit pension fraud. For his work debunking Blue Zones, Newman was awarded
the Ig Nobel Prize — a satirical award that celebrates unusual or trivial scientific
discoveries.

LIES AND STATISTICS

Newman'’s research reveals widespread misreporting of ages in Blue Zone regions.
For example, in Sardinia, despite its reputation as a haven for centenarians, European
Union statistics place the island between 36th and 44th in terms of longevity in Europe.
When Newman dug deeper, he found that many of these so-called centenarians had
actually passed away, but their deaths weren’t reported to authorities.

(43)

“Virtually none of our old-age data makes sense,” says Newman. “Over and over
again, ‘validated’ centenarians have turned out to be fakes. For a century, Pierre Joubert
was believed to be the first validated 110-year-old, before he was discovered to be his
own son.” Some researchers believe Jeanne Calment was actually her daughter, Yvonne,
posing as Jeanne to avoid inheritance taxes.

Newman also found that the average Okinawan lifestyle doesn’t align with the
reported ‘Power 9’principles. For example, Buettner and his team based some of their
longevity principles on reports that the Okinawan diet largely consisted of vegetables,
particularly sweet potatoes.

(44)

“They have also had the worst body mass index in Japan every single year since
records began. Everything about this data is strikingly at odds with independent
measurements.”

Casting further doubt, Newman claims that areas with the highest number of
centenarians are also associated with missing birth certificates, high crime rates and
poor health.
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“Centenarians smoke, drink and generally do things that’ll put you in an early
grave. It all points to pension fraud and poverty,” says Newman.
However, Prof Giovanni Mario Pes, of the University of Sassari and one of the
leading figures in Blue Zone research, has criticized Newman’s findings.

(45)

“His assertion that Blue Zones correspond to regions with high illiteracy, poverty
and crime is misleading. While some Blue Zones experienced delays in economic and
social development, these factors have no influence on the calculation of longevity
rates.”

A Buettner and his team spent years studying these regions and outlined nine lifestyle
habits, called the ‘Power 9°, that they claimed were the key to living longer. These
habits are: natural forms of exercise (like gardening and manual housework), having a
life’s purpose, ‘downshifting’ routines to reduce stress, stopping eating when 80-per-
cent full, eating largely plant-based diets, drinking one or two glasses of wine per day,
belonging to a faith-based community, putting family first and living in positive social
networks.

B “According to the Japanese government, which runs one of the largest nutritional
surveys in the world, dating back to 1975 and covering 96 per cent of their citizens,
Okinawa actually ranks dead last for vegetable and sweet potato consumption in the
country,” says Newman.

C Blue Zones have recently been subject to a whirlwind (JiZ#ii) of controversy
following new research by Dr Saul Newman of the Oxford Institute of Population
Ageing.

D Take Jeanne Calment, for example, who holds the Guinness World Record for the
longest human lifespan at 122 years and 164 days. She often attributed her remarkable
longevity to a relaxed and carefree lifestyle. She married a rich husband and never had
to work, loved cycling, and continued to drink wine and smoke at a very old age.

E “We object to Saul Newman’s academically misleading and deeply flawed preprint
papers, which have not been peer-reviewed by any scientist. The ages of individuals in
the officially recognised Blue Zones have been thoroughly validated and their
exceptional longevity is well-documented, ™ he says.

F A similar thing appeared to be happening in Nicoya and Ikaria. In 2015, an audit of
Greece’s pension system revealed that 72 per cent of the 9,000 people over the age of
100 were either deceased or hadn’t reached their reported ages. Instead, relatives were
just pocketing the money.
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Part IIT  Writing (20%) (30 Minutes)

Write an essay of 4-5 paragraphs based on the following questions. Your writing
should be at least 250 words.

During 3-year high school study, we unavoidably encountered various challenges in
both our daily lives and academic pursuits. What was one significant challenge you
encountered? How did you tackle it? And what did you learn from this experience?

R

PartI: Listening Comprehension (40%)
Section 1 Conversation/interview and news report. (20%) (2 77/iR)
1-6:BCDABD 7-10CDBA

Section 2 Compound dictation. (10%)

(11) leisure (0.5 77)

(12) opt (0.5 43)

(13) downsized (0.5 %)

(14) streak (0.5 77)

(15) return on equity (1 75, kIZ&E54% 0.5 77)

(16) grab your attention (1 43, XIZ&EH 514 0.5 41)

(17) total assets (1 7, XIZk#7r%& 0.5 77)

(18) essentially leases (1 7, XIZkH 4345 0.5 47)

(19) the majority of those franchise revenue from rents, not burgers. (2 43, ¥IZk %55
% 0.5 %))

(20) buys the property with long-term fixed interest rates. (2 73, ¥IZk#%> % 0.5 43)

Section 3  Short-answer Questions (10%)

21. By her senior year in college. (2 43, XIZ& 4% 1 )

22. Consulting in the field of urban agriculture. (2 73, XIZ#E % 1 43)

23. 4000 square feet and 25-30 kinds. (2 73, RIZRE & 1 43)

24. Using ladybugs. (2 7, RIZ#H5% 1 43)

25. Employees have a stable living 8¢ Providing people a stable living. (2 47, %I|2k

2% 1 77)
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Part II: Reading comprehension (40%)
Section 1 Banked Cloze (20%) (2 43//i)
26:30 N G F K 1 313 E M O L C

Section 2 Multiple Choice Questions (8%) (2 47/jik)
36-:39 A C B B

Section 3 Sequencing (12%) (2 47/i#)

40-45 D A C F B E

Part II1: Writing (20%)
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